Dear

A3 the Excsutive Cfficer of FBi Section 544 I would liks to
take this opporfuzf ty ty awnna/znt ysu with the eoncitions in
which your lives,

River Patrol Section 54 is is comprised of ten MARK Il PE’)R\'s,
manned and maintained by a total of same Sl men and offisers,
The MARK IT Patrol Boat River (PBR) is the second generation of
PBR*'s. The first, MK I PBR'3, were astually a pl2zsure boat de-
sign whiech "closely suited the nesds of the Mavy for a R:.ve* ztrol
Craft ¢s work in the delta regions of South Vietnam. The MK ;-.’
PBR i3 the first dzsign ach 'Jaily meant 1.0 b2 a pairol crai’t and is
quite: a improvement ovsr the older MK I 3. It 18 2 faster more
sturdy design with batter hall design featurss. At high spaeds
the l-'*-zt ;313 w3 or sikims aross the surlacs rar’ve* +ha.n sinking
2arn as many X I'z do  The beat itseld i3 317207
11%7" in bea and 13 msde e::‘ meulded "i’bergla;-ss-‘
_p wersa by t-m ﬁﬂi: :
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divis 01, three VN River fsseult Divisions, runberous VN larg:
piry craft, over seven compunizs ol EF/PF VN troops, VN
Comt v 4as advissd ty Uc.S. Merines, thres U,5. dlavy Seal Tews
nime * v3 artillory bateries, helocopier g\msl;zpsg and fixed

wing ireraft (lets) zre committsd ©> ihe delense of this fou -
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the - Ouz mirols sversge over ihirisen o s (inclucing
¢o t “ime) in Leng h, an the FBI is mct d.signed for cone
4ierine ss nust be maintsined dur _na i€ entire patrol
aighl ; =i en wider adverse veathsr wiwitions. The
ardiou: cnd the free tine s miniaa. tf"ause in edds-
<he vaziver patrol the men must speat from 11 to 3

in prerasing and thin seeuring Lhalr 3 &ts before &nd
1orel.  Dyven thwagi this consti mﬁns 4 daily routine C
% to 17 Lre with time nst yet alleved for msals. eénd
o feur days & . 8 wime before a day o relief comes,
are nizhiy meiivawed and aediszves. Fach man unter-
tme ‘mp irtante of is cortribution to the effertis t2

< cence to this war-tirn ccuntry ano to preserva free-
dom ¥ nis loved nnes at home.
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;::ir,g z..e uc'Lve month towr L1 Vietner eech man is en-
Pad 4o teke & five day R & R {trunsyortaiien pald for)
¢nc one seven giy leave k.pa;e atailahle trevel) to

v of several glowsrous citlies 'Ln"-"l udi.ig. dong Kong,
Saeror  Singepcire. Baigkok, Tokiog ! L'-; e, and Honolulu.

“r o lbtion to these areaks in jou;ine 2a:h m.a is entitled t-

bo o theee day trips to Vurg Taa for "un-country® R & 3=
i vorr mush encourage the men to tike thesoe oroartunities w0
t swey and "pretharg: his batterd:st.

%1 11 1his combat envisvrmen: the welfare and comfort of

Tour iy is of pmaramount importence. The fcerse in Vietnam is
gk fod baat elat thed, and best suppiied whe United States
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Your ycung man and his fellow bcat crevmembers are doing a

magnificent Job. I'm sur: I join you in the pride felt for these
men

One very imporiant thing that stou'd be menticned to eveiyone,
and that is, if for any r:asoa an emergency requirement exishs that
requires the cortact or presence of you loved on: ; g0 through your
local crapter of the American Red Cross, They will handle all
verifiecaticn and make all coniact arrangements. 1t is extrerely
importart that this process be follcwed otrarwis? much undue delay
ind possisle complete loss of contact may result. Personal mese-
iges, telsgrams, or teleplione calls will nch suffice to meet Red
Sross verification requircment.s,

Pleas: feel free to write me at amr tina sheald I pessibly be
°f any asasistance,

Hineerely,

li. g FEEN3Y, I1I

lieutsnans, U.S. Navy
Iseculbive Hficer
Iiver Seciicn 544
PO Sar Prarciseo
96521




