OFFICEE. IN CHARGE
RIVER SECTICN FIVE FOUR FOLR
¥PO SAN FSANCISCO 96601
1 July 1948

FIVE FOUR FOUR FAMILY GFAM
Doar

As Officer in Charge of PBR Section £44 I would like to take
this opportuniny to relats to ysu the activities of our section
zince owr activation on 1 oy 1348, At this time we had nct re-
coived any boats, Owe: first three boits arrived on i May, and i
was noh until 17 May that thz final aaver arrived,

Whan new toats arrive in-country there is consicerable work
%0 be done bafore they are esady for natrol. This work and the
pubsejaent sas and weapons trizls take from L to 6 days, There—
ztce §% was not until 9 May thet the first tlures beats made Ltheir
Zirst regular patrol. Thi: patiol war elong ths Sci ap River
{tong Soi lap) which i3 the western brwdry of the Ruig Sat Special
VATt :

Tho Sol Reap i3 & vory vide :onsidsradly shallow river, anc al-
though witsr (up to 13 miles) sxd les: winding thar tie Long Tau,
it is not suitable for ise as the shi;ing chaanel tecause of its
shalicew dooth. The easterr. and westera banks of this river sre
a study in conirast, "Tre casterm bank lies in the RS3Z and is de-
follatad by rejularly scheculed chamizal - spraying alrera’t, and
th3 western bank liss ir long L Provaice, 2 fertils zreen farm
area, Ernept Jor abandcnec rie: pattiss the area on he wastern
.o i3 a Jungle maze of tiiek tropisn’ growth wirizh offers cone
3.deranis cores and concsalimnt to tha rany VU who tece ful) ad-
viaatagy of this, and use e aria for o staging oint for atbtacks
¢ Sain. Jdizh the exception f a f2+ controlied villages the
arsa 13 a 24 hour restiriched zone, Al the Joecal popilation has
boan raiocatad; and any persons in the ¢resa spre oneidered VC,

T2+ eastarn bank, =or {le ot er hand i3 berre: and defolialed,
e;irept four wvillages on ihy 25 ndds dareth from The B2 to the
Sath Shira 3ea,

Cn L7 ¥a7 our firal sevsa Wats arrivad snd 1ier five days

c.’ triids and preparabicn rsguiir operilions comaercei on 22 ¥ay,
Tha gy ticy operates four iwd-biab patrols dailly censisting of 2

Ay ari 2 ight twelve rour palrels, 7112 rinth and tanth boats
L3 Snue bae schedvls L 2 mamgar such hah sach men 1as Lo Cay
AMY0L 3 thzn two night iatinls.
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Crn 1 J.ne sur sssiicn w3z snified T om th2 Sei Rap to ~he lang
T 31 Rimp, This River, as wae nenticna! in our first lettor. is




